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4. One should always divide the avarga by twice the (square)
root of the (preceding) varga. After subtracting the square (of the
quotient) from the varga the quotient will be the square root to
the next place.

Counting from right to left, the odd places are
called varga and the even places are called avarga.
According to Paramesvara, the nearest square root
to the number in the last odd place on the left is set
down in a place apart, and after this are set down the
successive quotients of the division performed. The
number subtracted is the square of that figure in the
root represented by the quotient of the preceding
division. The divisor is the square of that part of the
root which has already been found. If the last sub-
traction leaves no remainder the square root is exact.
"Always" indicates that if the divisor is larger than
the number to be divided a zero is to be placed in the
line (or a blank space left there). Sthdnantare ("in an-
other place") is equivalent to the pankti ("line") of
the later books.

This process seems to be substantially correct, but
there are several difficulties. Sthdnantare may mean
simply "to another place," that is to say, each
division performed gives another figure of the root.
Nityam ("always") may merely indicate that such is
the regular way of performing the operation.

All the translators except Saradakanta Ganguly
translate vargdd varge suddhe with what precedes. I
think he is correct in taking it with what follows. In
that case the parallelism with the following rule is
exact. Otherwise the first rule would give the opera-